
 

School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) 
 

Thursday, May 29, 2025 
1:00 p.m. 

DISD Board Room  
 

MEETING AGENDA 

Welcome and Introductions      Regina Prigge 

 

Review state-mandated curriculum materials that require 

parent Opt-in. 

 Thrive Way, Peer Helper Plus Curriculum Presentation  Kelly 

 Child Advocacy Center Curriculum Presentation   Summer Junior 

 
Discuss and make recommendations regarding the   Jackie Melancon 
presented curriculum. 
 

Miscellaneous        Committee 

 

 

Resources and Information: 
 

Senate Bill 9 (SB 9) of the 87th Texas Legislative Session requires school districts to offer curriculum to 

students in the prevention of child abuse (elementary & secondary), family violence (elementary & 

secondary), dating violence (secondary), and sex trafficking (secondary). Parents/caregivers must 

provide consent before their child can receive instruction in the specified topics. Without opt-in consent, 

students will be unable to participate in the lesson(s).  
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School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) 
 

May 29, 2025 - 1:00 p.m. 
DISD Board Room  

 

Meeting Minutes – Curriculum Review 

The SHAC meeting on May 29, 2023, chaired by Regina Prigge, reviewed the Thrive Way Peer 

Helper Plus curriculum and the Child Advocacy Center's "Play It Safe" program. The Thrive 

Way curriculum, funded partially by the Grant Halliburton Foundation, covers abuse prevention 

from K-12, costing $2,900 per campus initially, reducing to $2,500 in subsequent years. The 

"Play It Safe" program, provided free by the Child Advocacy Center, educates students on body 

safety, safe touches, and reporting abuse. Both programs aim to enhance student safety and 

emotional resilience, with parental consent required for participation. The meeting focused on 

recommending a comprehensive curriculum for addressing social-emotional and bullying issues 

in schools. Jackie Melancon highlighted the need for a systematic approach, noting that current 

curricula lack comprehensive bullying programs. The SHAC committee recommended the 

Thrive Way “Peer Helper Plus” curriculum for grades K-12 and the Child Advocacy Center's 

curriculum, which is research-based and widely used. The Child Advocacy Center's curriculum 

covers K-12, addressing abuse, bullying, suicide prevention, and drug/alcohol prevention. The 

committee also discussed the inclusion of pre-K and the need for board approval. The 

recommendation will be presented to the board on July 17, with training for counselors starting 

soon. 

Action Items 

 [ ] Make a recommendation to the board to approve the Thrive Way “Peer Helper Plus” 

curriculum for grades 7-12. 

 [ ] Make a recommendation to the board to approve the Child Advocacy Center "Play it 

Safe" curriculum for grades K-12. 

Outline 

Introduction and Meeting Purpose 

 Regina Prigge introduces the meeting as the SHAC meeting on Thursday, May 29, 1 pm. 

 The purpose of the meeting is to review state-mandated curriculum materials that require 

parental opt-in. 

 The agenda includes reviews of the Thrive Way, Peer Helper Plus curriculum, and the 

Child Advocacy Center's Play it Safe curriculum. 

 Participants introduce themselves, including school nurses, food service staff, and 

pediatricians. 

 



Introduction of Guests and Curriculum Presenters 

 Jackie Melancon, coordinator for Denison ISD, introduces Lindsey Encinias from the 

Grant Halliburton Foundation and Kelly Richards from Thrive Way. 

 Lindsey and Kelly present the Thrive Way curriculum, which covers abuse prevention 

from kindergarten through 12th grade. 

 The curriculum is comprehensive, turnkey, and scripted, with lessons that build each 

year. 

 Each lesson has an essential question and focuses on prevention, with lessons covering 

abuse, bullying, substance awareness, self-harm, and suicide. 

Curriculum Details and Implementation 

 Kelly explains the curriculum's approach, starting with basic concepts in kindergarten 

and progressing to more complex topics in higher grades. 

 The curriculum uses age-appropriate language and reinforces skills throughout the year. 

 A success story is shared about a second-grade student who used lessons to prevent a 

sexual assault. 

 The curriculum includes lessons on cyber safety, human trafficking, relationship abuse, 

and substance abuse in middle and high school. 

Cost and Funding of the Curriculum 

 Lindsey discusses the cost of the curriculum, which is partially funded by the Grant 

Halliburton Foundation. 

 The initial cost is $2900 per campus, with a potential reduction to $2500 in subsequent 

years. 

 The curriculum includes all necessary materials, making it a comprehensive solution for 

the district. 

 The district plans to implement the curriculum for seventh through 12th grades, with 

plans to expand to K-12 in the future. 

Discussion on Curriculum Approval and Implementation 

 The committee discusses the approval of the curriculum for K-12 and the need for 

parental consent for certain topics. 

 The curriculum will replace the Hope Squad program, which focused on suicide 

prevention. 

 The committee emphasizes the importance of having a comprehensive curriculum to 

address state-mandated requirements. 

 The discussion includes the need for vertical alignment meetings to ensure consistent 

implementation across the district. 

Introduction of Child Advocacy Center Curriculum 

 Summer Junior from the Child Advocacy Center introduces the "Play It Safe" 

curriculum, developed by the Women's Center of Tarrant County. 



 The curriculum is designed to educate children on body safety, recognizing and reporting 

abuse. 

 The curriculum is age-appropriate and includes lessons on safe touches, unsafe touches, 

and confusing touches. 

 The curriculum also addresses the importance of telling an adult if something feels 

uncomfortable and emphasizes that abuse is never the child's fault. 

Benefits and Concerns of the Curriculum 

 The curriculum is designed to enhance student safety, emotional resilience, and empower 

students to speak up. 

 It supports teachers and counselors with a structured curriculum and provides parents 

with resources to have conversations about the topics covered. 

 Common concerns, such as appropriateness and parental involvement, are addressed, 

with assurances that the curriculum is fully vetted and aligned with state guidelines. 

 The committee discusses the importance of having a comprehensive approach to 

addressing abuse and other essential topics. 

Conclusion and Next Steps 

 The committee unanimously approves recommending the Thrive Way curriculum and the 

Child Advocacy Center curriculum for implementation. 

 The discussion includes plans for future meetings to ensure consistent implementation 

and address any additional concerns. 

 The importance of having a comprehensive curriculum to address state-mandated 

requirements is reiterated. 

 The meeting concludes with a commitment to follow up on the discussed topics and 

ensure the successful implementation of the approved curricula. 

Recommendation for Curriculum Implementation 

 Jackie Melancon requests a recommendation to the board for making the curriculum 

available for counselors to use and implement. 

 Jackie Melancon mentions the social-emotional focus of the current curriculum and the 

need for a comprehensive bullying program. 

Changes in Law and Counseling Approaches 

 Jackie Melancon discusses the changes in laws and the need for a systematic approach to 

counseling, which the new curriculum would provide. 

 Jackie Melancon mentions the use of the child advocacy center curriculum in other 

school districts and its research-based nature. 

 Regina Prigge supports the recommendation, noting the professionalism of the 

curriculum and its potential to build community relationships. 

 Jackie Melancon praises the child advocacy center for their helpfulness and expertise in 

counseling children who have been abused. 

 



Recommendation and Voting Process 

 Regina Prigge asks for a formal recommendation from the SHAC committee regarding 

the Child Advocacy Center curriculum. 

 Shonda Cannon seeks clarification on whether the curriculum will be implemented 

school-wide or left to individual campuses. 

 Jackie Melancon explains the plan of action, including the use of the Thrive Way 

curriculum for older students and the Child Advocacy Center curriculum for kindergarten 

through sixth-grade students. 

 The committee unanimously agrees to recommend the child advocacy center curriculum 

for pre-K through 12th grade. 

Clarification on Curriculum Scope 

 Shonda Cannon seeks further clarification on the scope of the curriculum, including 

whether it covers pre-K and the entire K-12 spectrum. 

 Jackie Melancon confirms that the Child Advocacy Center curriculum covers pre-K 

through 12th grade and addresses the essential elements required by law. 

 Jackie Melancon emphasizes the need for a systematic curriculum to support counselors 

in providing services to students. 

 Shonda Cannon confirms that the committee has approved the curriculum for pre-K 

through 12th grade, including the Thrive Way curriculum for elementary students. 

Final Recommendations and Next Steps 

 Jackie Melancon reiterates the importance of the Child Advocacy Center curriculum in 

filling the gaps in the current elementary curriculum. 

 Shonda Cannon confirms that the committee has approved the curriculum for pre-K 

through 12th grade, including the Thrive Way curriculum for elementary students. 

 Regina Prigge and Shonda Cannon discuss the need to present the recommendation to the 

board and the timeline for doing so. 

 Jackie Melancon expresses appreciation for the committee's efforts and confirms the next 

steps for presenting the recommendation to the board. 
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